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M FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

U. 8. Organisations Involved in Photogrsphic
Intelligence

1. This smorandum 18 for informetion only. It containe o
general bmokgroimd discussion of the various orvganizations in the
Y. B. Govenment inwvolved in photographio intelligence.
2. €A
&. The Photographie Intelligence Center of CIA performs
a centralised service of common concern for the intelligence
community wvith regayd to the processing of serisl phictogrephy
collerted by CIA sopurces. In addition, it performes photo
interpretaticn sand produces photogrephic inteiligence reports
in response to CIA requivements. It also perticipates in the
production of Joint photographic imtelligerce reports with
the ¥, B. Avmy and Navy.
25X1A1a
b. c1a/PIc bes & 7/0 of | AL: nave TALENT aca Atr Force
special clearances and most are COMIRT cleared. About 50 of
these pecple are classed ag pholo interpreters.
¢. The Fhotographic Intelligence Center hag the latest proceas-
ing sod precision lnstrument equipment. Thils equipment is generally
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equipment are still to be delivered. The Paotogrsphic
Intelligence Center has been the leader in the intelligence
commmnity in developing sad/or procuring improved equipment.

d. The Photogrsphic Intelligencve Centes 18 in temporery
querters which are not suftsble for permanent occupetion and
vhieh will not be sdequste to acocemodate any substantisl
ingresse in work loed.
3. HAVX

8. The Bavy photogrephie intelligence effort is directed
by ONI. The effort is devoted to supporting the Revy mission
and participating in jJoint photogrephic intelligence projecis
with the Ammy axd CIA. The major Navy orgenization divectly
angeged in photo intelligence is the Bevy Fhotogrephic Inter-
pretation Center at Suitlend, Maryland. The Navy Photograp

Interpretation Center until recently was adsinistratively
eontrolled by the Puresu of Aercnsutics sod the eplifit
respocalibility between Puresu of Aeromautics and the OfTice
of Havel Intelligence may have been sn inhibiting factor in
the development of Navel photogrephie intelligence.

b. ‘There are spproximetely 485 photo interpreters in
the U. 8. Mavy of vhom sbout 100 are sctuslly engeged in
work dirwctly relsted to work of this specislty. Of these
sbout S50 sre employed at the Navy Photogrsphie Interpretetion
Centey. About 12 of thess Havy photo interpretesrs work at the
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CIA Pactogrephic Imtelligence Center.
of the Photogrephie Interpretation Center inclulding leborstory
technicisns, ete., is sppvocimetely I 25X1A1a

¢. Favy Pohotographie Interpretation Center has an excellent
tuilding with good basic post World War II equipment and is in
the process of procuring move modern eguipment compsrable to that
held by CIA, but & good bit of 1t remins 1o be dsiivered.

d. The Bavy wants to expend its photographie intelligence
effort il the work losd expands.

e. The intelligence comporvmts of the hasdguarters of both
the Pacifie and Atlentic Fleets bave smsll photogreph

units.
he ARMYL
g, Like the Navy, the Armmy phol
iaﬁmmmmmmmrazm, Intelligence, bt
the main work is sotuslly cerried out by the Jumy Photogrephic
wmission of the Awy Photogrsphic Intelligence Center is to
the Armmy nission sud participste in jJoint photogrephic
b. The Avmy is heevily camsitted to a close working
tnterpreters, between 65 and 70 axe working at CIA/PIC mnd
clseshiere in the Veshington sresa primarily oo TALENT derived

graphic intelligence effort

meterials. The vemainder are working st Ft. Holsdbivd on
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nyojerte of interest only to the Army.

2. The Aymy bas noc gsparate lsdorstory or other photo
processing organizations but depends hesvily on support by the
CIA/PIC.

d. The Avmy is building & photo intelligence lsborstory st the
Army Map Service which should be ccepleted in 1960. It will be
equipped with the latest processing and photo interpretation
equipment and has been designed to complement the cepability of
CIA/PIC. The Angy plems t0 iocrease its photo intelligence strength to
sbout 130 - 150 by the end of fiscal 1960, and 1f ths work load
ircresses sbstantially, plsns to resch 350 to 400 by the end
of calendar 1960.

5. AIR FORCE

f. ‘the Alr Force has by fer the lergest muiber of photo
interpreters in the United Btates. The nunber is currently sbout
1,500, slthough sll of these ave mot directly employed in
photo interpretstion, and the Air Force's photogrephd

effort is Lruken dowmn into n musber of orgeniastions with verying
degress of capebllities in this field. The Alr Force hes been
quite sctive in exploiting TAILENT materials LWt has chosen o

do this throughout its photogrephic intelligence strusture
rather than concentrate its efforts in e joint center as the
Army, Bevy and CIA do. Veriouas Alr Force orgsnizmations ective
in photo interpretstion ssintain working relstionships with
CIA/FIC.

s M}?“m, RECOMHATER
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this is the only wnit in the Alr Foree headquarters which
produces photogrephic intelligence reports. The Reconnaissance
Branch elso lets ocontracts for photogrephic intelligence work
to spproprvistely clesred Govermsent and civilian sgenciles.

¢ The Directorste of

Targets mekes extensive use of photographic intelligence in
producing air target meterials. This work is done primerily
by intelligsnce analysts with training in photo interpretation.
‘he Directorate of Targets also uses contracts with other Goverument
end civilisn agencies and receives considerable support from
the Aerorauticsl Chart snd Information Cemter,

d. AFCIR-L, AIR TECHN

olate

Air Technical Intelligence Center produces technical intelligence
for the Air Force. Its photographic intelligence effort is
concentreted in & division of sbout 125 people who are largely
engeged in the exploitetion of TALER? masterial. ATIC also hes
good precision processing snd anslytic eguipment.

Aeronsutioal Chart end Information Center is responsible for
producing asronautical cherts and other data for use in targeting.
A ddvision of about 200 peoples inclulding & muwmber of photo
interpreters iz eploiting TALENT derived mgterial. This
division has & good labormtory and good wp-to-date snalytic
equipment, a&lthough some equipment ia still to be dellivered.
ACIC has tentative plans to expand this organisation to about
LOO people. R
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f. AJR RESEARCE AND DEVELOFKENT COGMND. The Alr

Resesych and Development Commend, through Rome Alr Development
Center and Vright Air Development Center, swavis mmerous
contracts for the development of photo intelligence equipment,

3500, OFf these, sbout 8§00 are photo ioterpretern. The
Reconnaissance Technical Sguadrone are sssigned to Strategle
Alr Comoend, Tecticel Air Cousmand, Par Zest Alr Force, and
the U. 8. Alr Foroe Eurgpe. These sguadrons are the orgenic
unite established o provide photogrephic intelligence for
the Alr Foree. Their photo interpretsiion cspebilities very,
depending on the nature of the comand to which they are
attached and vwhether thelir primsry mission includes targets
intelligence snd/or electronies intelligence in sddition to
straight photogrephic intelligence. These sguadrons produce
most of the Air Force's photogrephic intelligence reporis.
The group at SAC Headjuarters, totaling over 800 pecple,
specialises in target revision and photogrsphic intelligence
reports on subjects of special interest 0 the Alyr Force.
They are novw bullding & good precision lsdborstory and have
tentative plans o expand if there is sy epansion in the
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i. Library of Congress. The Air Studies Division at the

Livrary of Congress supporits various Alr Foree special studies.
About 25 peysons in this division 40 e certain ssount of
photo interpretation slthough the organization hes 1o
laboratory and no plang for furtber expension.
&. In sddition to the exploitation of asrial photogrephy

for intelligence purposes, the militery services and CIA all

uge serisl photography to & certain extent in noreal wmapping

snd other geogrsphie activities. Most of the people zo engsged

do not have TALENT clesrences although they have some skill at

photo intexpretation which could be used 1o an smergency.

ROBERT AMORY, JR.
Deputy Director {Intelligence)
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